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Emphasis has been placed "upon the development made in organic 
chemistry since the World War, many modern processes being described. 
There is a goodly assortment of questions and problems and also, at the 
end of several chapters, references are given for outside reading. How
ever, some of these references would be rather heavy reading for a student 
in elementary organic chemistry, e. g., "Proteins and the Theory of Col
loidal Behavior" by Loeb, "The Physical Chemistry of Proteins" by 
Robertson, and "Recent Advances in Organic Chemistry" by Stewart. 

On the whole, this book should prove to be a usable and interesting 
text, especially for those teachers interested in the "Atomic Linkage" 
presentation of organic chemistry. 

BEN B. CORSON 

Handbuch der biologischen Arbeitsmethoden. (Handbook of Biological Methods.) 
Edited by Professor Dr. EMIL ABDERHALDEN. Section I. Chemical Methods, 
Part 2, 2d half, Number 6. Die Verseifung. (Saponification.) By FRANZ 
BACHER, Rostock. Urban and Schwarzenberg, Friedrichstrasse 105b, Berlin N 
24, Germany, 1930. 294 pp. 17.5 X 25.5 cm. Price, M. 16. 

The present number of Abderhalden's comprehensive "handbook" 
deals with the saponification of all common types of derivatives of 
organic acids: anhydrides, chlorides, esters, lactones, nitriles, amides 
and anilides. Tt is by far the most extensive and detailed treatment 
of the subject that is available. By discussion of underlying principles 
and by very many carefully selected examples the author indicates the 
most promising methods for solving difficult problems in saponification, 
like the partial hydrolysis of derivatives of polybasic acids or of polyacid 
alcohols; the saponification of optically active esters and amides, of 
esters and nitriles of /3-ketonic acids and other similarly unstable com
pounds; and of substances in which there is a great hindrance to hydrolysis. 

Organic chemists as well as the biochemists for whom, presumably, 
it was primarily prepared will find in this excellent treatise much time and 
patience saving material. 

E. P. KOHLER 
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